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Packing
What do you pack in your bags after having lived somewhere for ten years?  While sorting through everything that we owned, I found that the things I most wanted to take from Malawi either weren’t practical to take or weren’t limited by my luggage allotment. 

 

If it were practical, there are a few friends and colleagues I would have loved to pack into my bags.  There are colleagues who walked through thick and thin with us, the type you know you can rely on no matter the situation.  There are friends who make life enjoyable and with whom you share life with.  It is sobering to know we won’t enjoy those relationships in the same way, at least not this side of heaven.  We can write and communicate and even visit, but it is different from living close to one another and sharing daily life. 

 

Ten years of memories don’t take up a lot of luggage space.  They may occupy my mind at times and bring a lot of feelings along with them, but they transport pretty easily.  Relationships, while they may change, can transfer across the miles.  The internet and its many channels of communication like Skype, e-mail and Facebook help keep relationships in touch and continuing.  We’ll carry these prized possessions wherever we go.


	 
Saying Farewell
Our last two weeks in Malawi were full of last meals, conversations, cups of coffee and included two special days.  The first was a Saturday when almost all the SIM missionaries in Malawi were able to come to Blantyre for a special farewell. The day was full of games, food and remembering the past ten years.  We were given some special gifts to help us remember Malawi.  It emotional at times, but a really good day which we will cherish. 

 

The second day was a more formal farewell with the Africa Evangelical Church and other partner ministries.  A four hour church service with lots of speeches, final words and a final sermon was followed by a meal of rice and chicken.  Many pastors and other ministry leaders had traveled from far distances to attend; it was quite humbling, but really appreciated.  In my sermon, I challenged the church to make missions a priority as they move into the future.  It was encouraging and memorable to see most of our partner organizations, missionaries and friends in the same location at one time.
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Playing games with the Malawi missionaries
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Gifts to remember Malawi
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Farewell church service
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The meal after the service


	 
Traveling
Our knowledge of the US road system is being thoroughly refreshed.  We have a shorter time in the US than normal so that we can arrive in Thailand in late July to give a bit of time to settle in before the kids school year begins.  This has meant a lot of time on the road in a short space of time.  We are traveling or in a church speaking all but three of the weekends that we are in the States.  We have enjoyed seeing many of you and look forward to more visits in the weeks to come.


	 
Back to School
We are beginning to think about language learning and have recently been looking at Thai language school options.  Our first year in Thailand will be spent in full-time language study.  Thai is a tonal language, which adds a degree of difficulty; your prayers will really be appreciated.


	 
Support
As we head to Thailand, our financial support levels change just a bit.  Our schooling will be less expensive, but our housing will be more.  We need to raise another $300 in regular monthly support.  We also need to raise about $20,000 in one time gifts to help with language school costs and to add to funds from the sale of our vehicle in Malawi to purchase one in Thailand.    If you are interested in helping with these needs, please find attached a donation form that can be used for sending in a gift.  To give online, follow the links below.  Regular donations should be designated to our support account and donations to our one time needs should be designated to our ministryaccount.


	 
Prayer Points
·   Thank God for the good times we have had connecting with supporters and churches

·   Please pray for the many miles we still have to travel in the next three months - pray for safety and meaningful times

·   Pray for a smooth transition into life and schools in Thailand

	 
On the Calendar
·  May 15 - High Prairie Church, Leavenworth, KS

·  May 22 - Cape Bible Chapel, Cape Girardeau, MO

·  May 29 – Valley Park Chapel, Valley Park, MO

·  June 5 – Fund du Lac Community Church, Duluth, MN

·  June 26 – Parkside Baptist Church, Moncton, NB

·  July 3 – Whiting Bible Church, Whiting, NJ



	

	 


